SYLLABUS

PUAF 698L – International Environmental Agreements
MSPP Spring 2009

Instructor: Thomas C. Hilde

Office Hours: By appointment

Phone: SPP office: 301-405-6330 (or cell: 202-321-7384)

E-mail: thilde@umd.edu
Required Texts: 

· Birnie and Boyle. International Law and the Environment. 2nd ed. Oxford, 2002.

· Haas, Keohane and Levy, eds. Institutions for the Earth. MIT, 1993.

· Barrett. Why Cooperate? Oxford UP, 2003.

· Aldy & Stavins, eds. Architectures for Agreement. Cambridge UP, 2007.

· Handouts (listed in the schedule).

Overview:

There now exist hundreds of international environmental agreements and treaties (multilateral and bilateral). The analysis of such agreements and international environmental regimes, however, is quite new and there is no systematic framework or unified approach. We will therefore conduct this seminar as a general, critical inquiry into the nature of IEAs and the theoretical and practical contexts through which they are formed and enacted. We will examine several principal elements of environmental agreements: concrete problems and objectives leading to the necessity or desirability of IEAs; negotiation and shifting roles of actors and institutions in treaty and regime formation; texts and case studies of selected IEAs; and the evaluation of IEAs in regard to effectiveness, compliance, and enforcement issues. The goal is to come away from this course with a greater understanding of the nature and elements of environmental treaty formation, as well as a firmer idea of what might be required to have better international environmental agreements (if any) for the future, especially for the coming post-Kyoto world.

This seminar will be conducted informally, minimizing lecture and maximizing discussion. Participation in class discussions is therefore crucial to the success of the course. 

Course Requirements:

· 20%: Participation in class discussions

· 30%: Class report (10 minutes) on an environmental treaty

· 50%: 20-page term paper. An abstract of your paper topic will be due two weeks ahead of the paper due date. You should feel free to contact me regarding any questions you might have while working on your papers or, of course, any other time

Tentative Schedule of Readings:

February 3: Introduction

· Handout: Ronald Mitchell, “International Environmental Agreements: A Survey of their Features, Formations, and Effects.” Annual Review of Environment and Resources. Skim

February 10: Problems of managing global public goods

· Barrett, Why Cooperate? Skim Introduction and chapters 1 & 2; read chapters 3-5

February 17: Problems of managing global public goods

· Barrett, Why Cooperate? Read chapters 6 & 7 and Conclusion

· Birnie & Boyle, chapters 1 & 2
February 24: Norms, obligations, & negotiations

· Birnie & Boyle, Chapter 3
· Haas, Keohane, Levy, Chapters 2 & 3

· Handout: UNEP MEA Negotiators Handbook, 2007. Skim Chapters 2 & 3

March 3: International politics: The Mediterranean Action Plan [www.unepmap.org]

· Handout: Peter Haas, Saving the Mediterranean: the Politics of International Environmental Cooperation. Columbia UP, 1990. Chapters 2-5, & 8

· Birnie & Boyle, Chapter 8, skim Section 2
March 10: Compliance and enforcement

· Birnie & Boyle, Chapter 4
· Handout from Chayes & Chayes, The New Sovereignty
March 16th-20th: Spring Break

March 24: Evaluating effectiveness in environmental institutions: commons problems

· Haas, Keohane, Levy, Institutions for the Earth. Skim chapter 1; read chapters 3, 5, 6

March 31: Evaluating effectiveness in environmental institutions: intranational issues

· Haas, Keohane, Levy, Institutions for the Earth. Chapters 7-9

April 7: Air pollution and the atmosphere: The Montreal Protocol

· Birnie & Boyle, Chapter 10, sections 1 & 2
· Handouts from Richard Benedick, Ozone Diplomacy
· Guest speaker?
April 14: The climate change regime: The UNFCCC & Kyoto Protocol

· Birnie & Boyle, Chapter 10, section 3
· Online: UNFCCC & Kyoto texts 
April 21: The climate change regime: Post-Kyoto

· Alder & Stavins, skim chapter 1; read chapters 2-5

· Handouts

April 28: The climate change regime: Post-Kyoto

· Alder & Stavins, chapters 6-8, skim chapter 9

May 5: Differential treatment in the climate change regime

· Handouts: Rajamani

May 12: The UN Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD)

· Birnie & Boyle, chapter 11
· Online: CBD Preamble, Articles 1-21

· Handouts

· Paper due

