Syllabus

PUAF 744 – Environment and Development

Fall 2009, Thursdays 4:15-6:45 pm

University of Maryland School of Public Policy

Instructor:  T. Hilde 

Office Hours:  Thursdays after class or by appointment

Phone and messages:  MSPP office (or cell: 202-321-7384)

E-mail:  thilde@umd.edu

Required texts:

· Lansing. Perfect Order: Recognizing Complexity in Bali. Princeton, 2006.

· McGillivray and Clarke, eds. Understanding Human Well-being. UNUP, 2006.

· Steinberg. Environmental Leadership in Developing Countries. MIT, 2001.

· Walker and Salt. Resilience Thinking. Island, 2006.

· Handouts.

Summary of Course and Requirements:

This course examines environmental aspects of development with a focus on the reconceptualizing sustainable development. We will investigate different views and practices regarding the intersection of environment, economy, and society/community. The course is designed with the view that actual resolution of environmental-development problems involves not only issues of environmental protection or ensuring economic well-being, or mere technical issues, but also questions of justice, rights, democratic decision-making, and the health of communities, individuals, and ecosystems. 

50% Term Paper: 20 pages (double-spaced)

The topics of the paper must be given prior approval by the instructor at least one week before the due date (and it is to your advantage to do this earlier). Feel free to contact me about papers or anything else at any time.

50% Class participation and 7 reading questions (the best 5 counting towards the final grade)

As a graduate seminar, the course will maximize discussion and minimize lecture. You should read the required texts as carefully as you can for each class meeting in order to participate fully in the course. 

The reading questions will consist of one-page, typed analytical questions over the readings for that day. These assignments should do at least two things: summarize what you view as a key argument or problem in the text, and develop an analytical question regarding that key argument / problem. These are due at the beginning of each class in which I take them up. I will take them up, without advance notice, seven times during the semester (the best 5 will count towards the final grade). 

Tentative Schedule of Readings:

September 3: Introduction

September 10: Development & Environment: Critiquing Orthodoxy

· Handouts: The Development Dictionary: Esteva, “Development;” Sachs, “Environment”

September 17: Development & Environment: Debating Sustainability

· Handout: Herman Daly and steady-state systems

· Handout: Wilfred Beckerman and economic growth

September 24: What Are the Goals of Development? Struggling to Define Human Well-being
· McGillivray and Clarke, eds. Understanding Human Well-being, chapters 1-3

October 1: What Are the Goals of Development? Struggling to Define Human Well-being

· McGillivray and Clarke, eds. Understanding Human Well-being, chapters 4 & 5

· Handout: from Voices of the Poor, Deepa Narayan, ed.

October 8: Self-Organizing Systems, Complexity, and Resilience: Balinese Water Temple Systems

· Lansing, Perfect Order, chapters 1-4

· Handouts: complexity theory and sustainability

October 15: Self-Organizing Systems, Complexity, and Resilience: Balinese Water Temple Systems
· Lansing, Perfect Order, chapters 5-7

· Walker and Salt, Resilience Thinking, skim chapter 1, read chapters 2-4 (and case studies)

· Handouts: complexity theory and sustainability

October 22: Ecological Resilience and Adaptive Human Capabilities

· Walker and Salt, Resilience Thinking, chapters 5-6

· Handout: Amartya Sen and the capabilities approach 

October 29: Local Governance and Resource Management: Poverty, Sustainability, Participation
· Handout: Bass, et al., Reducing Poverty, chapters 7-10 (St. Lucia; S. Africa; Tanzania; India)
November 5: Resource Conflict: The Political-Economic Logic of Resource Wealth

· Handout: Bannon and Collier, from Natural Resources and Violent Conflict
· Handout: Bass, et al., Reducing Poverty, chapter 6 (Nigeria)

November 12: Environmental Leadership and Biodiversity Conservation: Costa Rica and Bolivia
· Steinberg, Environmental Leadership in Developing Countries. Chapters 1-4
November 19: Environmental Leadership and Biodiversity Conservation: Costa Rica and Bolivia
· Steinberg, Environmental Leadership in Developing Countries. Chapters 5-7
November 26: Thanksgiving Break
December 3: Climate Change Adaptation and the Future of Sustainable Development

· Handouts: WRI brief on the rural poor and climate change adaptation

· Handouts: TBA

December 10 (video-conference?): Climate Change Adaptation and the Future of Sustainable Development: Lessons for/from Copenhagen
· Handouts: TBA

· Term paper due

